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“Promoting Forest 
Stewardship Through 

Education.”

Like a pied piper, Tami Flint (front) of Oregon Women in Tim-
ber, leads students from Thurston Elementary into the OLC, 
while students watch a chainsaw demonstration with fascination 

and UO Environmental Education student — and FT&F’s first 
intern — Michele Rau, is ready to greet visitors to the Exhibi-
tor’s Booth. 

Following a tradition of 
nearly 20 years, Women in 
Timber and Forests Today 
& Forever — with support 
from the Oregon Forest Re-
sources Institute — once 
again teamed up to provide 
area fifth graders with a look 
at another Pacific Northwest 
tradition — the 74th Annual 
Oregon Logging Conference. 

This year, close 650 stu-
dents from 12 area schools 
met a forester and learned 
about the tricks of their trade. 
They also watched a video 
on the science of forestry, 

learned all about native trees 
and the multitude of prod-
ucts they provide, and — one 
of their favorite parts — got 
to see, up close, the modern 
and immense logging equip-
ment used in our timberlands 
and the fine skills of several 
chainsaw artists.  

And for the fourth year 
running, FT&F again hosted 
an exhibitor’s booth at the 
conference to inform the 
public of our mission to pro-
mote forest stewardship through 
education…and to encourage 
support for the work! 

OLC: A learning venue for all ages

What the kids say about their day at the OLC
What some of the fifth graders had to say 

about their day at the Oregon Logging Con-
ference…

“I can’t believe all the things foresters do.  
Until now, I never knew they worked with 
wildlife and rivers, not just trees.  Also, I was 
fascinated by how complex and electric the log-
ging machines were. Computers on machines 
that work with trees… who knew?” – Melanie

“I never knew houses were made of soft 
wood. Logging does a lot of things. Not only do 

they focus on wood, but they also monitor the 
environment.”  –Sophie

“I was surprised that foresters could drill a 
hole in the tree. When they pull the stick out, 
they can count the rings to figure out how old 
the tree was.  We learned a lot and had fun.  
Thank you!”  Akashia

“I didn’t know trees were in so many things.  
It’s crazy that sometimes we eat wood.” –Devin

“Thank you for paying for everything.  It 
was an awesome trip.”  – Quinn

“It was a lot of fun. There were a lot of cool 
chainsaws. My Dad has a bigger one.”  Alex

    “The video was informative and intrigu-
ing. My brain almost exploded.”  –Cassidy

“You helped me know that foresters do a 
lot of different jobs. They use maps and satel-
lites to find trees that are ready to be cut down.  
Thanks for letting us come!”  – Ian

“Those machines must be really expensive!” 
– Adain



Educator ($10,000+)
Weyerhaeuser NR Company

Champions ($5,000 - $7,499)
Moss Adams LLP
Oregon Forest Resources Institute
Roseburg Resources Co.
Seneca Sawmill Co..
Friends of the Paul Bunyan Foundation

Sponsors ($2,500 - $4,999)
Giustina Land and Timber
Giustina Resources
Gleaves Swearingen Potter & Scott LLP
International Paper Foundation
Menasha Forest  

Management Services LLC
Plum Creek Timber, Inc.
Rosboro
Sundance Lumber Co. Inc.
Teevin Brothers Land & Timber Co.
The Campbell Group
Weyerhaeuser Active Volunteer Employees

Associate Sponsors ($1,000 - $2,499)
Blachly-Lane Electric Co-op
Cascade Timber Consulting
Hershner Hunter LLP
Hull-Oakes Lumber Co. Inc.
IFA Nurseries, Inc.
J Davidson & Sons Construction
Jones & Roth P.C.
Kernutt Stokes Brandt & Co. LLP
Lane County Small  

Woodlands Association
Starker Forests, Inc.
Starfire Lumber Co.
Tyree Oil, Inc.
Transition Management, Inc.
Woodard Family Foundation
Zip-O-Log Mills, Inc.

Supporters ($500 - $999)
Les Schwab Tire Centers
Lewis River Nursery, Inc.
Lewis River Reforestation, Inc.
Northwest Community Credit Union

Oakridge Sand and Gravel
Pacforest Supply Company
Rainbarrel Industries
Shamrock Building Materials, Inc.
Strata Forestry.
Timber Products Company
Western Helicopter Services, Inc

Friends (Up to $500)
Anonymous
Bill Wynkoop
Blue Sky Logging
Bob Johnson
Burton Saw & Supply Company
Cole Resource Management Co.
Dave Cramsey
Dick Powell
The Jerry Brown Company, Inc.
Kimberley & James Workman
KPD Insurance, Inc.
Rexius Forest By-Products

Those that make it happen…

By John Punches of 
OSU Extension Service

OSU’s Extension 
Forestry Program has 
had a long and posi-
tive history in Lane 
County, but things got 
a bit interrupted when 
the County withdrew 
funding for Extension 
and a ballot measure to 
restore funding failed in 
2010. 

Well, with the help 
of Forests Today and 
Forever and the Lane 
Small Woodlands As-
sociation, we’re very 
pleased to be back in 
business! Extension 
Foresters from around 
the state have been re-
cruited to teach classes 
on key topics, Forests 
Today & Forever is pro-
viding essential support 
for hosting the events, 

and Lane Small Wood-
lands has provided 
generous sponsorship 
to reduce the costs of 
the classes (and they 
are now available for 
just $15 per session)! If 
you’re interested in for-
ests and/or forest man-
agement, we hope you’ll 
join us at an upcoming 
class.

* What do You Want 
Your Forest to Look like 
When it Grows Up? 
(Tips for practical for-
est management.) April 
17, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

* Non-timber For-
est Products for Enjoy-
ment and Income. (A 
look at the “other” man-
agement opportunities 
on forest properties.) 
April 24, 6:00 to 8:30 
p.m.

* Woodland Roads: 

Best Management 
Practices to Protect 
your Property and 
Meet the Rules.  (This 
will be a field session at 
Steve Bowers’ property 
– with lots of practical 
advice and a free copy of 
the Managing Wood-
land Roads handbook.) 
May 15, 12:30 p.m. to 
4:30 p.m.

* Forest Practices Il-
lustrated: Good Stew-
ardship, Good Compli-
ance. (Get your updated 
copy of the illustrated 
guide to forest prac-
tices in Oregon, and 
learn how to use it ef-
fectively.) May 15, 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. (Note that 
you can sign up for both 
Woodland Roads and 
Forest Practices togeth-
er for a reduced rate.)

* Alternative Prod-

ucts from the Mill: 
Small-scale Sawing 
and Drying. (Held at 
Custom Cut Lumber 
in Eugene – if you’re in-
terested in milling and 
drying, don’t miss this 
opportunity to interact 
with the experts.) Sep-
tember 22, 9:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m.

Classes are held in 
Springfield at the Na-
tional Guard Armory, 
unless otherwise noted. 
For more information 
or to register please visit 
http://extension.or-
egonstate.edu/forestry 
or call 541-344-5859.

(Advance registra-
tion is required.)

Are there other 
classes you’d like us to 
teach? We’re looking 
for topics for the next 
round of classes in Lane 

County and would wel-
come your input. Send 
requests to john.punch-
es@oregonstate.edu.

  And, finally, if you 
have questions about 
forestry or natural re-
source management (or 
just about any other 
topic for that matter), 
try using our Ask-an-
Expert online advice 
tool. Just click the link 
(http://extension.ore-
gonstate.edu/lane/ask-
an-expert), enter your 
question, and an Exten-
sion expert will get back 
to you with an answer. 

Thanks to Forests 
Today & Forever, Lane 
Small Woodlands As-
sociation, and our state-
wide network of dedi-
cated Extension experts 
and volunteers for mak-
ing all of this possible!

Forestry Classes in Lane County



Since December, the North-
west Youth Corps (NWYC) 
Outdoor High School has par-
ticipated in an expanded version 
of Forest Field Days (FFD) at 
the Bauman Tree Farm, spend-
ing three hours per visit to truly 
explore and take part in a work-
ing tree farm. Service Learning, 
a growing national instructional 
strategy used to meet learning 
goals, was a part of this expand-
ed curriculum.

Over five visits, students 
hiked the tree farm to explore 
forest succession, learning just 
what makes a healthy forest, 
discovering the interaction of 
wildlife and woodland, and see-
ing, first-hand, how the rules of 
the Forest Practice Act are ap-
plied. Their lessons were rein-
forced by a visit to the Western 
Lane Oregon Dept. of Forestry, 
where they met a state forester 
who answered the many ques-
tions the classes had developed. 

According to the National 
Youth Leadership Council, 
“High-quality service-learning 
actively engages students in 
meaningful and personally rel-
evant service activities.” To sup-
port this educational path — 
and to encourage educators to 
utilize the vast resources of our 
forests — The Oregon Forest 
Resources Institute has created 
the “The Oregon Forest Literacy 
Program — a K-12 Conceptual 
Guide to Teaching and Learn-
ing About Oregon Forests”. 
(Please visit Oregonforests.org 
to receive this publication plus 
many more informational re-
sources.)

Lindsay Reaves, FTF Pro-
gram Outreach Coordinator, 
found the information within 
this pamphlet a great tool when 
taking the middle school ver-
sion of Forest Field Day cur-
riculum and tailoring it to fit 
the needs of the NWYC high 
school students.  

“These students want, need 
and like the hands on learn-
ing,” she observes. “By provid-
ing them with a Service Learn-
ing Project as the culmination 
of their forestry learning, they 
were able to transfer what they 
had learned to practical applica-
tions – to a real-world under-
standing.”

Each student was given two, 
2-year old Douglas-fir seedings 
and each chose a mulch type —
burlap, plastic, leaves, or herbi-
cide — for vegetation manage-
ment. The goal: to give ‘their’ 
tree the best optimal conditions 
to get to the ‘free to grow’ stage, 
as required by the FPA.  

 Students were instructed 
on proper tree planting tech-
niques, worked as a group to 
plant their trees on a 10’ by 10’ 
grid, applied mulch and hy-
pothesized why they choose the 
type of mulch and which mulch 
would be more successful. The 
site of planting was a recently 
harvested 6-acre south facing 
slope.  Students were aware of 
the rules that govern replant-
ing, and the need for vegetation 
control. Freshman, sophomores 
and juniors will have the oppor-
tunity to return next year and 
record ‘their’ tree’s progress.

“I was truly amazed at how 
careful and thoughtful the stu-
dents were with their trees,” 
Reaves states. “They held them 
with great respect and each 
named their tree. My favorite: 
Billy Tree Thornton”.

They are already asking if 
they can harvest ‘their’ tree in 
60 years.  Imagine; a 16-year-
old projecting that far into the 
future?”   

NWYC language arts teach-
er, Charlie Wilshire, says that 
the use of the Bauman Family 
Tree Farm as an outdoor class-
room is ‘phenomenal’.  

“I am so grateful to have this 
place as our ‘field days’ class-

Forest Field Days goes High School  
with latest teaching focus  — Service Learning 

Students from the Northwest Youth Corp take a break from planting 
“their” trees at the Bauman Tree Farm.

Where:  Bauman Family 
Tree Farm, 30 min. SW of 
Eugene

When:  June 25, 9 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m.

Focus:  Ideas for and ex-
amples of partnerships with 
local community resources 

Networking with col-
leagues who are interested 
in service learning and  for-
estry education 

Examples of Service-
Learning instructional 
strategies with School-to-
Work and STEM (Science, 
Technology Engineering 
and Math) 

How: To register, 
please email Kathy Storm, 

storm@ofri.org, and   in-
clude your name, school, 
phone number and any di-
etary restrictions. (Lunch 
and refreshments provided 
throughout the day.)

The training is under-
written by funding from 
the Oregon Community 
Foundation/Gray Family 
Fund and Oregon Forest 
Resources Institute, with 
the assistance of Oregon 
Department of Education 
Learn and Serve, Oregon 
Natural Resources Educa-
tion Program (ONREP), 
Tillamook School District, 
SOLV, Forests Today and 
Forever.

Free Workshop: Oregon Forests: A Place to 
Engage Students in Field-Based Learning

room.  It allows myself and the 
Americorp assistants to work 
with our students in a private 
setting, and the supported con-
tribution of time from Tom 
Bauman has been a great exam-
ple for the kids as well. To meet 
a working tree farmer who has 
the cultural and forested history 
of this land that includes three 
generations of tree farmers — 
and the cultural history of those 
who homesteaded from the turn 
of the century. And that guy has 
planted some trees over the 

years…what a great story for 
the students to hear.

Senior Tanner Graham took 
full advantage of his learning 
opportunity to further explore 
his interest in a career in for-
estry.   

Tanner will receive a schol-
arship to attend Umpqua Tree 
School on March 29th at Rose-
burg. (A big ‘Thank You’ to 
Steve Bowers at OSU Douglas 
County Forestry Extension.) 
He plans to attend OSU, major-
ing in forestry.



Forests Today & Forever
Program Coordinator LaRae Ash
Forests Today & Forever is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.  

For more information, please see our web site: www.foreststodayandforever.org 
Contact LaRae Ash at (541)767-9078 or email at coordinator@foreststodayandforever.org

It is with great sadness that 
we say goodbye to Norm Vogt 
— friend, board member and 
consummate volunteer —who 
died of cancer on Feb. 22. But 
it is with great affection that 
we remember him for his ded-
ication to forestry education, 
his good counsel, his great sto-
ries and his fine humor. 

During his two years on 
the Forests Today & Forever 
Board of Directors, Norm 
volunteered for every FT&F 
event, sharing his extensive 
knowledge and love of for-
ests with close to 150 groups 
of middle school students at 
Forest Field Days near Crow, 
Sweet Home and Florence. 

We are pleased to say that he 
was FT&F’s first recipient of 
the Long Legged Frog Award 
for Outstanding Volunteer.    

He will be remembered 
and missed. 

Norm Vogt
If you’d like to make a differ-

ence…we have the time, the place 
and the need!   

Beginning at the end of April, 
more than 1,325 area students 
will descend upon one of three 
family-owned tree farms in 
Lane and Linn counties to learn 
just what an Oregon forest is all 
about. For some, it will be their 
first time in the woods. 

They will learn about riparian 
zones and fish habitat, wildlife 
and woodland safety, forest suc-
cession and timber production, 
soil identification, erosion and 
compaction. And they will learn 
to work together, as they build a 
five-year land management plan 
for their “inherited” tree farm. 

It is a unique, real-life based 
educational endeavor, and it takes 
at least 130 volunteers to make it 
happen each year. If it’s something 
you believe in, and you can find a 
day or two, we still have volunteer 
slots to fill.  The events run from 

about 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., and we 
provide the Resource Learning 
Guides ahead of time, a site visit, 
if needed, and refreshments. You 
provide the eye-opening experi-
ence. 

 A schedule of the time, place 
and need is listed below. 

To volunteer, or to learn 
more, please contact Co-
ordinator LaRae Ash at 
coordinator@foreststoday-
andforever.org or call 541-
767-9078. 

Bauman’s (near Crow) 
April 23 Forestry, 1    
April 25, Forestry1, Recre-

ation, 2, Wildlife, 3  
May 2 Recreation, 1 Wildlife, 

1 Helper  
May 4 —Wildlife, 2 
May 9 —Forestry, 1, Wildlife 

2  
Udell’s (near Lebanon)
May 16 — Wildlife, 1
May 17 — Forestry,1 Helper

Volunteers needed for Spring 
Forest Field Days! 

PO Box 1B • Eugene, OR 97440 

For more information,  
please see our web site:

www.foreststodayandforever.org


